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THE SOCIAL SCIENCE BULLETIN 


Ostober, 1949 
ACTIVITIES 


‘RECORD ATTENDANCE AT FIRST SOCIAL SCIENCE ROUND TABLE 


Approximately 95 persons were in attendance at the opening session of the 
Social Science Round Table on October 17, ‘ These included » sizable delegation 
from the Finance, Accounting, and Marketing Departments in the School of Business, 
from the School of xcducation, and from the ixperiment Stetion and Sxtension 
Service, A number of off-campus visitors were present. These included seven 
faculty members from Mississippi State College for Women and one from Wood 
Junior College, together with two bankers of this vicinity. The visitors were 
Dr. 0, C. Skipper, head of the History Department of 1:.S.C.W., and Nrs. Skipper; 
Dr. Minnie Claire Soyd, professor of History at 1i.S.C.i,; Dr, Ruth Bourne, a new 
member of the M.S.C.W, History Department; Dr. Margaret NM. Wood, a member of the 
Sociology staff at M.S.C.W.; Professor ‘i, 3, Roberts, who is professor of Zconomics 
at M,S.C.W.; and Dr, Messaner, a recent addition to, the staff in Geography at 
M.S.C.W, Professor Jesse D, Hamby was present from Wood Junior College, Mr. 
Walter Pege of the Peoples Bank, Starkville, and ive Davis Patty, of the Merchants 
and Farmers Bark of Columbus, represented the banking profession. Among the 
guests were President and Mrs. Mitchell and Dr. Randle J. Jones, the new associate 
director of the Experiment Station. The meeting was sponsored by the Department 
of Sconomics in the School of Business and Industry. Both Dean and Mrs. Weems 
were present as were Professor and Iirs, Thurston Valls. Professor Walls intro- 
duced the sperker and presided over the discussion. Dean Weems and Professor 
Walls are to be congratulated on the excellent program arranged for this meeting, 


ARRANGEMENTS PROGRESSING FOR DOCSMEZR ROUND TABLE MEETING 


Dr. Tom D, Clark, head of the Department of History at the University of 
Kentucky, has agreed to speak to the next meeting of the Social Science Round Table 
which will be held on Monday evening, December 5, This session will be sponsored 
by the Department of History and Government, The subject of Dr, Clark's paper 
has not been finally settled upon, but in view of the vact that Dr. Clark has 
conducted extensive research and written a number of intensely interesting books 
on Southern social snd economic history, it is expected that he will choose some 
topic from thet field, Further details regarding the December meeting will be 
contained in the November Bulletin, 


SOCIAL ROUND TABLE PLANS SPRING SESSIONS 


The spring program schedule of the Social Science Round Table remains some- 
what tentative, Howeve:, Saville, head of the Dept. of Agricultural Economics, 
hes already agreed to arrange for one program, The Division of Sociology and Rural 
Life will also sponsor, ® program , either in the late winter or during the spring 
semester, Details concerning these meetings will be released in future Bulleting, 


HOWVOR.RY HiSTORY GROUP IS TO BE ORGANIZED 


Students and faculty interested in organizing a local honorary history frater- 
nity are prevaring to get this movement under wey before the end of the current 
semester, Two members of Phi Alpha Theta, the national honorary history fraternity, 
are actively supnorting this program, They are Dr. Harold S. Snellgrove and Dr. 
James H, McLendon, Both students and faculty who have majors in history or minors 
of as much as twelve semester hours with better than a B average are eligible for 
membership. An organizational meeting designed to elect officers and prepare a 
vetition for membership in the national organization will be held at 7:00 P.M. on 
Friday, November 4, in Room 203,Lee Hall. All undergraduates, graduate students, 
and faculty members who are f{nterested -re invited to attend, 
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RIVERS REPRESENTS COLLECS AT INAUGURATION; SOCIAL SCIENCES PRaIS 7D Ii? ADDROSS 

Professor Dorris Pivers, of the Devartment 
who is on leave to complete his doctoral studies at Dike University, served as the 
official delegate from Mississippi State College at the inaugrration of Dr. Arthur 
u, Edens as president of Duke University, The ceremonies, which tevk place on 
October 21 and 22, included addresses vy Sir Oliver S. Fran's, Raymond D. Fosdick, 
and Norman Cousins, 

Mc. Cousins, who is editor of the Saturday Review of Literature, spoke at 
the dedicetion of & new millicn-doliar addition to the Duke library, which is now 
the lorgest in the country. Mr, Cousins pointed ovt that the Duke collection in 
history and the social sciences would "ery out to us that the human race has ex-~ 
havsted its margin for error." To avoid making past errors again, he said, we 
mast have world jaw, and he urged that this country "take the moral leadership" in 
seeking a charter revision conference to strengthen the United Nations for world 
government. 

Speaking on the thene, “Education in the Atomic Age," Sir Oliver S. Franks 
end Dr. Reynone PD. Fosdick both emphasized the value of a liberal edveaticn that 
stresses the himanistic studies and turns to the posits and ohilosophers for the 
unifying thread in a bewildered world as "a permanent necessity" for civilization 
in the atomic age. 


of Sociology and Rurel Life, 


"A vest revolution" is gripping nost of the habitable world, Dr, Fosdick said, 
and people are in vrotest cgainst "the age-old evils of poverty, illiteracy, racial 
discrinination and misgovernment." In this changing world, he said, the atomic 
bord is "a peripheral problemand not the central yroblen, a symbol of ‘the vest 
sotial complexity which confronts us rather than the couse cf it." The challenge 
to ovr universities, Br. Fosdick declared, is to teach men and women to thin 
deepiy about the great questicus of justice and liberty amd freedon that are essen- 
ting to a rational life. We must learn that there is "a spiritual hunger" thet is 
not teing satisfied with tie American preoccupation with ‘uke gadsets of material 
civilization," he added. 

Sir Oliver Said that "the notion of a liberal education is port of the wes- 
tern tradition end “when it is fully developed it is a powerful weapon egainst 
fear." He saic we cepended upon it for our wey of life more than we generally 
realized, ‘ 

People must becone fitted to earn a living, he said, but they mast also nedi- 
tate on the significance of life and’ learnto "face with ecueninity the classic 
tragedy known to all honest thinkers, anc described by Fuxley as "a beautiful the- 
ory killed vy a nasty ugly little fact." 
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REDMAN CN A. F. E. A. ARRANGEMENTS CONMITITE 


Frofessor John ©. Redman, who is on leave fron the Deprrtment of Agriculturel 
Econonics to pursue his doctoral studies at the University of Kentucky, has been 
appointed to serve as a member of the arrangements committee for the annval meet- 
ing of the American Farm Economics Association at Montreat, North Carolina, next 
Summer, 


WELCE ROPORTS CN U. N. RESOURCES COMNFERI 

Dr. Frank Welch, who was an official representative of the U. S. at the re- 
cent U. B®. conference on Natural Resources which was held in New York City, ad- 
dressed the Senior "Y" luncheon on Oct, 24 on the work of this conference. 
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HOLLADAY SPSAKS DSVALUATIOi 

The October meeting of the Social Science Round Table was held on October 17 
in the Stark Hotel, with Dr. James Holladay of Alabama as guest speaker. Dr. 
Holladay discussed the subject of British devaluation, Beginning with a detailed 
study of the economic background of Britain's present crisis, which actually had 
its beginning in the first World War, Dr, Holladay traced the financial troubles 
into which England was precipitated hy the first World War. The decline of 
Britain's economy was hastened by the tribulations of World War II, and since the 
end of the war the situation has steadily gone from bad to worse. Depending on 
world trade for her prosperity, Sngland has until recentiy been unable to supply 
her own needs, with the result that a great demand has arisen for U. S. products 

‘ to off-set British scarcity. Consequently, the British have been in the dilemma 
of heving to buy from the United States with collars they do not have, unless we 
are in a lending mood. Hence, all of our loans tdé Britain, 

° Devaluation is an attempt on ingland's part to regain her world markets, 
particularly in America, where prices of British imported articles will presumably — 
go down now. At the same time, American products will become so dear in Britain 
that purchases from America will dininish and the dollar =e in England will 
be eased accordingly. 

Dr, Holladay stated that what little advantage caiptngll might gain by deval- 
uation, in so far as trade with other countries than the United States is con- 
cerned, was being off-3et by a chain reaction whereby practically all the major 
countries have likewise devalued, thereby leaving England exactly where she was 
before, ‘Where it leaves the United States is a moot point, Dr. Holladay was 
inclined to believe that it all left us holding the money bag,which has been our 
characteristic pose since the war. 

Where it would all end Dr. Holladay did not venture to predict, but the tenor 
of his conclusions was that we would all be much better off were we able to regain 
somewhat of the spirit of the good old days before gold was taken out of the 
ground in South Africa in order to be put back into the ground in Kentucky, In 
conclusion, Dr, Holladay condemned what has come to be known as an economy of 
scarcity,—a scarcity that is artificially produced by dumping potatoes into the 
ocean rather than onto the market, while at the same time people are hungry. The 
idea that high prices should persist to the extent that people go hungry and ill- 
clothed does not, says Dr, Holladay, make good economic sense. Yet, no country, 
not even imgland, dares deflate, Instead, England, and a great portion of the 
world,engeges in a magnificent self-deception known as devaluation, 


CONFERSIICES OF SOCIOLOGY HERE DECINBER 243 
A pre-professional conference on Social work wiil be held on December 2-3, 
with the Division of Sociology and Rural Life at Mississipni State College as 
host. At the same time a meeting of the Mississippi Sociologists has been called 
to convene at the College. Members of a large number of Mississippi social work 
agencies including the State Departments of Public Welfare and Health will attend, 
In addition to special addresses by visiting speakers there will be a number of 
discussion groura in which all attending the conference will participate. Students 
in social work have also been invited to attend. One phase of the discussion will 
be concerned with matters of curricula and courses. Dr. W. P. Carter, who is 
major professor in charge of pre-professional training for students in Social 
Service Administration at Mississipni State College, is in charge of arrangements 
for the meeting on the campus, Details of the program for this conference will 

be included in the November Pulletin, 
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BETTERSWORTH AFPOINTSD FULSRIGHT RSPRIOSMITATIVS 


Dr. John X, Bettersworth, head of the Department of History and Governnent, 
hes been appointed camrus representative foe the Fulitright Program. Under the 
Fulbright Act theve arg availatle for the acadomic year of 1950-51 both visiting 
professorships ana gundvete scholarships in Emgland, Belgium, Burma, Netherlends, 


Philippines, Greece, Mew Zealand, Bronce, Itely, Iran, and Norway, 
These awards ave made under Public Law 584, 79%h Congress, the Fulbright Act, 


which authorizes the Deoartment of State to use Certain foreign currencies and 
cree’ ts acquired through the sale of surplus property abroad for pregrams of 
educyfional exchanse with other nations. Grants are normahly made fer one academic 
yeer and are renswadlie only in exceptional cases, Grants to Americans usually 
include round trip transportation, tuition er a stipend, a living allowance end a 
small areunt for necessary books and equipment. Grants to foreign nationals in- 
clude revad trip transportation only, and their eapenses in the United States must 
be met from other sovrces, All grants under the Act are meade in foreign currencies, 
Faculty advisors are ureei te recommend te qualified stuients at Mississippi 
State that they contact Br. Bettersworth concerning information and application 
forms. Dr. Bettersworth's effice is Lee Hail, Ream 206, The basic eligibility 
yequirements for etudents are: (1) American cititenship, (2) a college degree cr 
its equivalent by the time the candidate takes up his award, end (3) knowledge of 
the language of the country sufficient to carry on his studies abroad, 
Competition for awards will open on October 15 and close on December 1, 


FOREIGH rILi NOVEBER 3 


The Foreign Film Society, which has recently been organized on the«impus, 
announces the French Movie, "Le Collier de la Reine" (The Queen's Neckince), 
starring Viviane Romance, to be presented Thursday, November 3, 1949, at & P.M. 
in the YMCA auditorium. This is the first of the series of five foreien films, 
Membership subserirntion for the series is one dollar ($1), Persons interested 
in seeing these movies are urged to get their membership subseription early, 
because the nunter is limited to 350. Those interested may see Dr, Frice or 
Professor Clavde] of the Modern Language Department, Room 202, Lee Hall, 


ADDITIONS TO WHO'S WHO It TEE SOUTH AMD 


A number of acditions have been made to the list of Social Science faculty 
wno will be included in Whots Who in the South and Southwest, bringing the © 
total number of listings to one in the Department of Agricultural Sconomics, tio 
in the Department of Hconomics, eignut in the Department of History and Government, 

5 and three in the Division of Sociology and Rurai Life.—-a grand total of fourteen, 

The new listinss are Frofessor WV. J. Bvans, Dr, Gordon K, Eryan, and Dr. Hacola 

S. Snellerove, nil of the Denartment of History and Jovernment; Professor Marion 

Loftin, of the Division of Scciology ani Rural Life; and Professor Thurston 

Walls and Dr, Ben KM, Wofford, of the Department of Ecunomics, 
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YMCA FORUM DISCUSSDS THS STRIKS SITUATION 


Dr. Frank J, Welch. dean of the school of Agriculture and director of the 
Experiment Station, together with four faculty members took part in a YMCA forun 
on October 19 on the subject, "Issues and Implications of the Current Steel and 
Coal Strikes." Dr. Gor@on Kk. Bryan seryed as moderator, and Dr. Fred Ueal, 
rrofessor Kk, J. Johnson end Professor R, C, Maxey, together with Dean Welch con- 

posed the panel, 

"The United States cannot afford to allow groups such as the steel and coal 
workers to contimie to exploit their strategic position in our economy -for their 
own selfish advantage at the exvense of all the rest of us," declared Dr, Frank 


: "Ye need to maintain a balance between the vurchasing power of various 


J Vielch 
gr2uns of laborers in this country," he said, "The steel and coal workers are 
Dean Welch 


trying to chenge the present ratio to one more advantageous to then." 
expressed the opinion that it is imperative to prevent these periodic paralyses 
of industry, and that if democratic methods fail to solve this problen, totalita- 
rian inethods will come to be used. He pointed out that statesmanship is needed 


in labor leadership and in management, as well as in government, 


Dr, tleal emphasized every citizen's duty to help in formulating the public 
opinion which resolves these conflicts, Dr, Weal raised the cuestion of whether 
this netion has the legisletion needed to protect the public interest in these 
power conflicts between self-interest groups. "Higher purposes and goals above 
selfish aims must be invoked to resolve these conflicts," Dr. ileal said. VYrofessor 
Maxey and YNCA Secretary Henry T. Ware, who was in the audience, pointed out that 
the high profits of the steel companies and the fabulous salaries and retirement 
vensions of their top executives made it seem likely that the workers! pension 
demands could be met without raising the vrice of steel, Others disputed this 
voint, but considered prensions preferable to wege increases et this tine. 


PEDERSEU ARTICLE FARM RESSARCH 


"Recent Population Trends in Mississivpi" is the title of an article by Dr, 
Harald A. Pedersen, assistant professor of Sociology, appesring in the October 
issue of Mississippi Zerm Research, Dr, Pedersen's article will appear subse- 
ouently in an Experiment Station bulletin. A summary of Dr. Pedersen's findings 
will be included in the "Extrects and Abstracts" section of the November Bulletin, 


PARVIN WRITES ARTICLE_ON FARM OPERATIONAL PROCEDURE 


‘ Dr, D, W, Parvin, associate professor of Agricultural Zconomics, has made a 
; study of efficient farm operational procedure for typical 40-acre, 80-acre, 160- 
' acre, and 360- acre farms in the Southern Sand-Clay Hills of Mississippi. Newton 
County was used as the base of operations in conducting the research for this 
project, but adjoining counties in the same soil area will fit into the general 

: vattern of conditions in Vewton County. Two articles based on Dr, Paxrvin's research 
’ have appeared in the September and October issues of llississinvpi Farm Research. 


SAVILLS ATTE"DS "OUTLOOK" 


Dr. R. J. Saville, head of the. Department of Agricultural Economics, will go 
to Washington next week to take part in a conference of specialists participating 
in the preperation of the economic "Outlook" report. Dr. Saville has acted in the 
capacity of an advisor in the drafting of the cotton outlook reports. 
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EVANS A‘) BRYAN CHOSE AS YiCA FACULTY CLUB OFFICERS 


Professor VW, J. “vans, of the Denartment of Eistory and Government, has been 
elected chairman of the YIICA faculty club for the fall semester. Dr. Gordon K, 
Bryan, also of tie Department cf History and Gevernnenat, was chosen a mewber of 
the program committee and has been responsible fer the programs for the month of 


Octcter, 


RADOLPH SPEAKS TO "Y" FACULTY CLUB 


: Colonel George 1, Randolph, who since his retirement as P. If, S. ard T. at 
Mississipni State College, hes neid a position as lecturer in history here, spoke 
to the YMCA faculty club on October 17. Whe subject of Golonel Handolyh's address 

wes, “Hobvies.” Colonel Randolph, wose hoboy ox painting has won considerable re- 
nown for hin, told the assembled group how he came to choose his hobby and how he 


taught himself the tricks of the trade. 
GRAY ATTENDS BANKERS MEETING 


Professor Ialcolm G, Gray, head of the finance departmer:t,attended the first 
conference between college repzesentatives and Mississippi Banlcing Association of- 
ficitals in Jackson on Octobdar 27, The conference was held in the office of Leigh 
Vatiins. Jr., secretury of the Mississippi Ban’ring Association, "The purpose of. 
the meeting wes to plan closer cocperation between the Bankers Associetion and 
teachers of finance at Mississinpi State and at Ole Miss," Professor Gray stated. 


ZCONOMISTS PARTICIPATS Ii? PAWEL DISCUSSION ON DEVALUATION 


Three members of the Social Science faculties at Mississippi State College 
participated in an informal discussion on 3ritish devaluation at the Starkville 
Rotary Club on Friday, October 23, They were Dr. R. J. Saville, head of the 
Department of Agriculturel Sconomics; Professor Thurston Walls, head of the 
Department of General Economics; and Dr, Ben M, Wofford, associate professor of 
Economics and assistant to the director of the Business Research Station, Dr, 
John K. Settersworth had charge of the program and acted as moderator, 


LIBRARY STAFF ATTGND 


Donald EB. Thommson, director of libraries; Mrs, Mary Dvans, catalogue libra- 
rian; and Miss Margucrite Peebles, circulation librarian, are representing Missis- 
sippi State College at the annual meeting of the Southeastern Library Association 
at Miemi Beach, Fiovida, October 25-29, Mr. Thompson is a member of the Advisory 

Committee on reorganizetion of the Southeastern Jivrary Associavion, and was 

recently elected presideat of the Mississivpi Library Association, 


ATTENDS BUSIIESS-ECONOMICS SESSION 


Dean R. C. Weems, who has been appointed to the nominating committee of the 

Associated University Fureaus of Business and Research, attended a 
meeting of the nominating comaitiece in New York Gity on October 24, and partici- 
pated in the annual convention of the A, U. 3. of B. and ZB, R, at the Biltmore 


Hotel on October 24-26. 
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PARVIIT AD DOYLE REPORT Oi FARM FRICSS 


Reporting on Mississivpi farm prices for September in the October issue of 


Hississinoi Farm Research, Professors D, W. Parvin and B, K. Doyle describe the 
the price situation in Mississippi as generally impreved, Prises received in- 


cre a two per cent over Avgust, even though they are twelve per cent celow this 
time last yeer. Prices paid dy Mississippi farmers declined slightly, and at 
present they are three per cent lower than at this time last year. The general 
picture is, therefore, somewhat improved over that existing during the summer, 


KAU ON PROGRAM COMMITTIS 
. Dr. Harold Kaufman, chairmen of the Pivision of Sneciology and miral Life, 

has been made vice-chairmn of the program committee of ths Agriculture] Scononics 
ard Roral Seciolegy section of the Ssuthern Agricultural Workers Conference, waich 
will convene in Biloxi next February. 


BECOKS, BARTARD, AND RHCDSS ATTSD CERTIFICATION 
Dean B, P, Brooks, Dr. W. H, Barnari, and Dr. Francis Rhodes attended confer- 

ences in Jackson during the week of Getober 24, in connection with workine out 

deteils of the new certification program for teacher training in Mississippi. 


RSVGALS RESOURCE PROGRAM 

Provessor 1, B. Gaither, nead of the Department of Resource-Use Hducation, is 
engaged in an extensive planaing program which invoives the preparation of classe 
room instructional matters, sum>lementary reading vrogrems, and the preparation of 


resource-teaching units. 


BETTERSWORTH TO SPEAK AT DEDICATION OF NATCHEZ HISTORICAL MARIGGR 


Dr. dohn K. Bettersworth, who is general editor for the Mississippi Historical 


Comsicsion, will speak at the ceremonies to be held on November 3 at Natchez 
in connection with the cedication of the historical narker for the city of 


Natchez proper. 


AGRICULTURAL VISIT CAMFUS 


During recent weeks the Devartment of Agricultural Economics has welcomed 
a nunber of visitors to the campus. These include Dr, V. W. Johnson, head of 
Division of Land Zconomics of the federal Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 

= Rk. W. Harrison, Lee Langston, and Grady B, Crow, all of the B, A,E, Dr, Johnson 
spoke before Dr, R, J. Saville's class in Land econemics, Mr. Langston and 
Mr. Crow were on the campus to consult with Professor Gaimes in connection with 

cotton mechanization studies that are in progress in Mississippi. 


WELCH ASD AT SOCIAL-ECCHOMIC 


Deans Fronk J. Welch and Herbert Drennon participated ina re 
Southern social ana econonic developments in Savannan, Georgia on Cetod 
The conference wes sponsored by the Board of Control for Southern regio 


Education. 
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IMAL ACTIVE MONTH 


Dr. Fred W. ileal, who joined the Department of History and Government in 
September to take charge of courses in heligion and Philosophy, has pursued an 
active progran of public lectures during the last morth. On Ostorer 12 he spoke 
to the YMCA Council on "The Weeds of our Time—What Should a Collece Ttudent Do?" 
On October 16 he was in Oxford, where he spoke to the Diocesan Conference for 
Bpiscopal soliege atudents in Mississippi on the subject, “She One Church and 
the Many." On October 23 he addressed the ien'’s Bible Class of the Starkville 
Methodist Church, speaking on "Xsaiah and the Problem of National Security. He 
will continue this theme on October 30 when he spenks to the combined lien's Bible 
Classes of the City at the Baptist Church on “Tsaiah and the Prophetic Answer to 
Problems of Politics." This talk will be broadcrst over station WSSO at 10:00 
A, M. Cn October 23 Neal addressed the Wesley Foundation on "Levels of Living." 
He spoke before the Women's Orennization of the Presbyterian Church on October 24 
on "Missions at the Grass Roots-—The Common Front and the Plan for Action." On 
October ‘31 he will speal to the United Church Women of Starkville in the Baptist 
Church on "Light for the Darkness of Africa—An Inside View of Foreign Missions," 
Also, Dr, Weal, who is an accomplished organist, played at the Zpisccpal Church 
of Starkville on October 9 and will play for the All Saints restival Communion 
Service there on October 31. 


ADDRZSSES 


Dr. Harold Kaufman addressed the Oktithcha County Baptist Association on 
October 6 on the subject of a rural church program, 


Dr. John K. Bettersworth spoke to the YIi!CA cabinet on October 26 on the 
subject, "Mississippi Industrial Development—Past and Present." Dr, Bettersworth 
plso spoke to the Tombigbee Masonic Club on October 24, using as his subject, 
“what is a Patriot?" 


Dr. Adolph Aleck will address the Child Study Group of the Newcomers Club 
on lovember 10, 


Dr. Gordon K, Bryan spoke to the Maben-Nathiston Rotery Club at noon October 
27 on the subject, "County Government and Administration in Mississipvi." 


Editorial Notes 


Social Scientists will be encouraged to reod of the laudatory remarks made 
in defenss of. gsonito-lumanistic studies by the guest speekers at the recent ; 
inauguration of Dr. Edens as the new president of Dulce University. Comments ty 
Sir Oliver S, Frenks, British ambassador to the United States, and Dr. Raymond B, 
Fosdick, special. advisor to the Seerstary of State, placed liberal studies in 
& position of most vital importance in the atomic age. Excerpts fron these 
addresses will be found on page 3 above. 

We welcome the contributions of Professor Dewey Il, McCain and Mr. Vaughan 
Noland to the "articles" section of this Bulletin. Contributions are welcone, 
and all members of the Social Science frculties at Mississippi State, as well 
as those in related fields, are urged to send in papers for publication. 
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THE WELDONS: 


A Chapter in Mississippi Antebellum Architecture 
by 
Vaughan Woland 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 
(Mr, Woland, a student in the School of Business 
has recently published a brief monograph on 
the Warren County Courthouse.) 


To those of us who have grown up in or made pilgrimages to those portions of 
Mississipvi where there are plentiful remains of the homes and public buildings of 
the so-called "antebellum" period, the cuestion has often arisen, "who were the 

° builders of these structures?" Unfortunately, the architects and contractors as 
well as the labor crews who stamped their individuality upon these buildings are 

now almost entirely forgotten, 


We sometimes know for whom a home was built, but the rest of the story never 
was recorded for posterity. Yet, the neglect of the production aspect of the old. 
= southern architecture has already gone on too long. In recent years some attempts 
have been made to delve into the story of the "hewers of wood" who made possible 
that surge of architectural activity which produced one of the most distinctive 
styles of domestic and public building that this country has ever known. 


The recent decision to make a mseum of the antebellum courthouse at Vicksburg, 
YG Mississippi, caused the writer to become interested in the story of the builders 
: of this femous structure, 


‘The courthouse at Vicksburg wes designed and tuilt by a firm known as the 
3 Weldon Brothers, who have left behind a number of Mississippi courthouses and 
3 plantation homes as testimonies to their excellence as builders. The three 
brothers were George, William, and Tom. They came to this country from County 
Antrim, which is in northern Ireland. As Antrim is in Ulster, it is presumed 

that the Weldons were Scotch-Irish rather than Irish, Consecuently, the Weldons 
were among that energetic element of Scotch-Irish who left their imprint on nearly 
every aspect of life. Avparently self-educated, these men were possessors of 
vivid imaginations and extensive cultural interests, In fact, they were among 

the so-called "sentlemen builders" who followed in the tradition of Thomas 
Jefferson. 


The Weldons seem to have come directly from Ireland. to Watchez. There they 
“owned and educated to mechanic pursuits" 100 slaves, (1) With these sleves trained 
as skilled mechanics the Veldons developed a labor force which came to be a marvel 
of the countryside, In fact, descendants of these slaves living in the river 
counties between Uatchez and yycksbure were described by H, S, Fulkerson as being 
"most of them, .well-to-do, One of these, a granddaughter of one of the skilled 
mechanics who helped build the courthouse at Visksburg, is Artimese Garrett, who 
now resides on Confederate Avenue in Vicksburg, Artimese is a school teacher and 
is the daughter of Imma Johnson, who was a servant of Miss Katie Mulvihill, whose 
father was a prominent Mississippi historian, 


The Weldons seem to have been skilled in the handling of their slaves, Tom 


j (1) H, S. Fulkerson, Zarly Dave in Mississippi, Vicksbura(1885), 130 
j 2) Idem, 
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Weldon, for example, who was a "very vessionate man" es well as very "powerful 
and brave," would sometimes strike the liegroes with his fist, and "if they showed 
fight, it was his boast that he always geve them a white man's chance and fought 
fairly with them to the end." (2) tn spite of the fact that the Weldons were re- 
putediy “strict and exacting" with their slaves, they were also "kind in their 
treatment; fecding and clothing them es well; and they were not unmindful. of their 
yroper ee tay suppers and music at their Christmas balls costing sometimes 


es mich as $600, \* 


Of the Weldon brothers, Tom was apparently the most colorful, He was famed 

, for his elocuence and also for his profanity, —accomplishments no doubt vital to 
his role of managing the firm's labor crew. During the Civil War he organized the 
"Yeldon Rebeis," but never got to command them, as the Confederacy employed him in 

i its Secret Service. ‘the other brothers, Gaores and William, seem to have possessed 
traits which served to balance those of their swashbuckling brother. George. who 
was the eldest, had a vivid iregination and was a constant reader, William, a mild 

mannered man, seems to have done the thinking of the firm, 


With their well-trained labor crew the Weldons were in a aac these to construct 
homes and public buildings which could truly claim to have the antvebellun good 
housebuilding ot approval, "Built by sleve labor." As draftsman the brothers 
employed John Jackson of Port Gibson, who was seid to be a natural genius in the 
art, It was Jackson who assisted in drawing the plans for the Warren County 
Courthcuse in Vicksburg and for many of the other structures erected by the Veldons, 


Hxamples of the work of the leldons can be found in all parts of the ilatchez~ 
Vicksburg area, Much of their work was done in “ort Gibson, which was the home of 


Jackson. 


The Warren County Courthouse is, of course, the Weldons! masterpiece. It was 
built in 1858 at a cost of $100,000. Although allowed to fall into disrenair since 
the building of the new courthouse at eer rene the building has recently been 


Made into a museum, 


An example of the domestic structures built by the Weldons is the "Gibson 
Home," which is located 12 miles south of Vicksburg, It follows the trend of that 
era, with possibly the only ornate object being a "freeze plaster" decoration, 
found in the hallwey. This was not uncommon, end can be found in many of the 
Southern homes built prior to the Civil War. 


The Jeldon brothers were perhaps not unicue in their field. They did, how- 
ever, produce, particularly in their courthouses, buildings of superior cuality and 
chaxvin. Wnile the courthouses of the old South, together with the mensions, often 
followed somewhat biindly the neo-classic designs that were popelar in the ante- 
belium period, the imprint of those who designed and executed these structures can 
always be found, particulrrly in the best examples of this style, Zor their work 
on the Warren County Courthouse at Vicksburg, if for nothing else, the WJeldons 

and their 100 slaves “educated to mechanic pursuits" deserve to be remembered. 


(3) Ibid., 131 
(4) Ibid., 130 
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THE MISSISSI. Pre ROAD PROBLEM 


Dewey NcCain 
Head, Dept. of Civil ungineering 


(Hote: During the past summer, Professor 
licCain served on the staff of specialists 
called in as advisors in the preparation 
of the report of the special legislative 
interim committee on the highway program.) 


For some months the state's highway construction and maintenence progrem has 
been the subject of a study by the highway vlenning committee of the ilississippi 
Legislature, assisted by an advisory council of eleven state and private agencies 
interested in this problem, The recommendations resulting from this study have 
been published recently in an elaborate boollet entitled Today and Tomorrow: An 


ingineering Analysis of the Highway Transportation System in NMississippi. 


The recommendetions of the highway study cover matters of highway safety, 
treffic engineering, system re-classification, development of standards, and 
propesals for a long-range program with details of how it should be managed. 
Recommendations include: (1) re-clessification of Mississippi's 64,300 miles of 
roads and streets into three grouns—a "State Highway System," a "State Aid System!" 
end a "City Arterial System," (2) revision of vresent laws in order to permit ex- 
penditures on a statewide basis rather than by districts; (3) staggering of terms 
for highwey commissioners in order to prevent a complete overturn in office at one 
tire; (4) provision for closer sunervision over county road systems by the State 
under the proposed "State Aid Road Systen,"in which the state would have the same 
relationship to the county as the Federal Government does to the state; (5) pro- 
vision for eventuel centralized management of the entire State system; (6) reouir- 
ing all counties to employ registered engineers in the maintenmnce of their road 
system; (7) giving cities the nower to acquire off-street parking facilities; 

(8) development of an improved system of accounting in road administration; and 
(9) provision for a greater participation by the State university and colleges in 
road engineering, planning, and research, 


Just before the Second Vorld Var, Nississippi, in a great spurt of energy pro- 
duced the beginnings of a good highway system. The war, of course, caused a ces- 
sation of activity, and now the State has besun to realize that an efficiently 
overated highway system cannot be maintained by fits and starts but must be a long- 
range continuing process, 


The first problem to be faced in any long-range highway program is, of course, 
a financial one, and that is the reason for the proposed snecial legislative 
session in lovember. 


Some indication of the financial aspect of the highway problem is given by a 
comparison of whet the Stete spends on roads now and what it spent back in the 
muddy twenties, In 1923 llississipni spent a total of $12,000,000, In 1947 we 
were spending ‘355,000,000, or $25 per capita. In 1948 the total had risen to 
$68,090,000, or $30 ver capita, About $52,000,000 of the 1948 expenditure was 
raised in the form of taxes, 


To what extent can a rod building and maintenance program be financed by 
taxation? Certeinly property taxes arc manifestly not sufficient, Motor vehicle 
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ehway Problem" cont'd) 


taxes are another source of income, but they are far from adeouate. Federal aid, 

a which contributes about one-third to the totel onnual expeuae of highways in Missi- 
ssivpi, is another source; but as most of this money comes from income taxes, we 
are merely resorting to another form of selfi-taxation to foot the highway bill, 

A tax on gasoline i¢, of course, the readiest scurce of income, It has been esti- 
mated that about ten per cent of transportation costs in this country is for 
highways, A six cont gacoline tax would Toot six per cent of the bill, an eight 
cent tax woulda pay eight per cent of it, and so on, There has been a considerable 
amount of resistance to an increased highway tox, but some states have actually 
gone as high as nine cents, and, in spite of dire predictions, gas continue: to 

‘3 be corsumed in great quantities, and the tax income thet results has been mere 

than enticivated. 


It has been sugesested that all roads should be constructed out of concrete 
in the bolief that once a concrete road is built there is no maintenance. 

. Actualiy, this is not the case, Concrete roads, like any others. Wear out) It 
has been estimated that of Hississinvi's present primary roads, thirty--three 
per cent will be worn out by 1959 and ninety-five per cent dy 1959. Obvieusly, 
sometning mast be done adout that immediately. The recommendation of the high- 
way study specialists is that the State embark on a long-range progvam with an 
anmel cost on a fiftesn-year basis of $66,000,000, It is this staggering sum 
of nearly a billion dollars total expenditure which argues an increased gasoline 
tax, 


_ In any case, it is obvious that Mississippi's road system must be built and 
maintained on a systematic year-to-year basis. We cannot build a great network 
of concrete ronds and rest on our laurels, deceived by the false assumption that 
we have built for eternity and there is nothing else to do.: Along with the 
present campaign to suild up our secondary rord system, the demand for a consis- 
tent program for highway construction end maintenence will grow, ievertheless, 
we must accept the obvious conclusion that the more we build, the more the annual 
cost. It is for the citizen to decide from which pocket the money is coming. The 
only other alternative is to go beck to the mud, 


NOTICE 


A limited supply of copies of the first series of Fenavy ov 
the Soatal Sciorse Round Tatie i3 avatleble for persons 
desire additional oopies of that publisation, Fili oul the 
blank and send to Box i4@, Siate College, Mississippi: 


Pleese send _ copies of the first serica of Pavers of th 


Scotel SelLenes tos 


Names 


Post Uffice Box or Street 


City 
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EXTRACTS & ABSTRACTS 


SEASONAL VARIATIONS OF PRICES OF FARM COMMODITIES IN MISSISSIPPI, 1909-1948 


ty 
D, Wo Parvin 
Associate Agricuitural Economist 


(Note: The following is an exverpt from Agricultural 
Experiment Station Bulletin, Noe 456, issued in July, 21948. The 
reader is referred to this bulletin for detailed illustrative 
tables on Mississippi farm price changeso) 


Profits of individval farm operators are determined by three factors: (1) quantity produced, 

(2) the cost of produstion, and (3) the prices received. The anticipated results from effisient 
production can be dissipated by low form prices. Low farm prices may result from (2) a gene:sal 
desline in business activity (depression), (2) over-expansion of prodvetion cf individual com. 
modities, or (3) inefficient marketing practices. ratvidual farm operators should be primarily 
concerned with the latter two besause it is here that they can exert their greatest influence 

on the prises they receive; however, all persons shovld be interested in fostering programs and 
policies designed to emooth out the violent fiuvtuations in bu-ansss aativity and, cunsoyuently, 
in prises. 

During the past 40 years prises of farm products sold by liississfppi farmeve have fluctuated 

violently. and the prices relationships among the various comnodities have undergone many 
charges. Some products have bevome higher priced relative to others and some icwer priced. The 

annual prices of some products fluctuate more than others, and some products have a much more 

pronounced seasonal movenent than others. A historical study of prise moverents will provide. 
this and othcr:information, a knowledge of which will enable farmers to make more intelligent 
decisions as to what cemmodities to produce and when to market them. 

in general, lrvestock and livestock products have become higher priced relative to other 
farm commocitiess Crope, with the exception of cottonseed and sweetpotatoes, have become 
lower pried 

Prise: received by Miesissippi farmers have fluctuated more than prices received by all 
farmers in the United States, Prices received by Mississippi farmers have fitctuated much more 
than prices grid. For example, prizes received decreased 78 per cent and prices paid 39 per 
cent from 1320 to 1932, and prices received increased 450 per cent and prices paid 86 per 
cont from 1932 to 1947. 

Monthly parity ratios, or index numbers of the purchasing power of farm commodities, as a 
group, varied about twice as much in Mississippi as in the United States as a whole. The same 
amount of Mississippi farm products would buy four times as much of the things farmers ordinarily 
purohase in October 1946 as in June 19326 

Beef cattle, votton and cottonseed have the greatest variation and dairy and pouvitry pro- 
duots the least variation in annual prices of the major farm commodities produced for sale in 
Wiesissippi.e Variation in the anaval prico of cotton and cottonssed was about 4O per cent 
erooter than for dairy products and ebout 35 per cent greater than for poultry products. 

Eggs; sweetpotatoes, soybeans, potatoes, corn and milk, in the order named, had the great- 
est seasonal variation in prices; cotton and oats had the least variation. Individual farmers 
may often increase their profits by planning production and marketing so as to take advantage of 
Sonsonal peaks in prices, However, tha month with the highest average prices ts not always tha 
moat profitable marketing month because of the costs involved in producing at that particular 
season or of the cost of storing to that time. Therefore, the individual farmer should take into 
consideration the costs of production and marketing in the several months, as well as the expected 
monthly prices, in determining which months to produce and market in heaviest quantities. 
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A COMPARISON OF MARKETING PRACTICES IN ORGANIZED 
AND ORGANIZED COTTON COMMUNITIES IN MISSISSIPPI 


by 
Chestor M, Wells, 
Instructor in Agricultural Economics 


(The following is an abstract from a thesis submitted for 
the M.S. degree at Mississippi Stave College in May, 1949) 


This thesis presents a descriptive comparison of marketing practices followed by cotton 
producers in communities organized in accordance with the rogulations prescribed by the Smith- 
Doxey Act and unorganized comm nities in Mississippi dusing the 1947-43 crop yeare The purpose 
of the study is to analyze marxoting practices of preduours in both organized and unorganized 
communities, practices of ginners in both types of communities, and practices of local sotton 
buyers: Date were obtained by ‘nterview from producers; ginners, and buyers. 

it waa found that organized producers in the Telta planted seed of a higher quality and 
maintained higher yields per erro tnaan did unorganized producers. Although a iarger proportion 
of unorgunized gso¥vers in the uplande planted high quality seed, yield per acre was higher in 
the organized communities. The difference in yield in organized and unorganized communities may 
be attributed, at least in part, to the size of farms, the quality of seed used, and, in the 
upland area, the weights given to organized and unorganized communities in different sections of 
the area. 

A few growers in the Delta were commeroial producers of certified planting seed and adhered 
strictiy to one-.variety practices. Those g2¥ers planted high quality seed, harvested larger 
acreafes, and had significantly higher yields per acre than did other growers in the same arec&e 

Grovwere in both crganized and unorganized conmunities possess more nearly complete knowledge 
concerning the qualtty and price of thcir product than they did a decade ago but have made no 
significant charges ir thoir marketing practices during this period. Use of the offictal governe 
ment class by an appreciable proportion of organized growers and a small proportion of unorganized 
producers has no doubt strengthened their bargaining position, however these growers have not 
been very successful in seiiing cotton on the basis of this olassification. Two major factors 
seemed t> have reduced the effectiveness of class cards as a selling aid. Buyers in many in- 
stances szctively cpposed the use of class oards, and many producers, particularly in the upland 
area, scald their cotton immediately after ginning and did not wait until the class cards were 
returned to them. 

In order for the Smith-Doxey program to become more effective as a basis for producer 
bargaining, positive regulations requiring the use of class cards in buying cotton must be 
formulated and there must be assurance that the government grade and staple classification will 
accurate. 

No significant difference was found in the marketing praotioes followed by producers in or- 
ganized and unorganized communities in either area of the state. However, differences were found 
between practices followed by producers when the Delta area was compared with tne upland area. 
Marketing practices followed by producers in both types of communities are closely related to 
size of farms and geographical location of these furms. 

The Sinith-Doxey fst did not appear to affect the practices followed by ginners except in the 
utilization of the government classing service. Although a large proportion cf organized gins 
used this service, it was not fully utilized, since significant proportions of the cotton ginned 
were not sent to the classing service. Any significant differences in practizes follored by 
ginners seemed to be influenced by size of gins, production practices of growers, and weather 
conditions. 

In the organized communities in both areas of the state, larger proportions of gins were 
equipped with driers than were gins in the unorganized communities. This was brought about by 
the fact that several gins in the unorganized communities in both areas were not large enough to 
justify investment in this equipment. 
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Only a few ginners followed the recommended practice for maintaining pure seed strains for 
producers. These were the 100 per cent one-variety gins in the Delta. Gins that rendered this 
service were influenced by factors othor than organization into Smith-Doxey groups. 

Baled cotton was not tagged with sufficient information. «rea of growth and the variety 
of cotton are essential items that were not shown by existing gin tags. This information is 
particularly valuable to the cotton spinning industry. 

Although buying practices in local markets have improved considerably in recent years, 4 
small proportion of buyers in looal markets, particularly in the uplands, still followed prac- 
tices which were reminiscent of the period just following the Civil war. Although the major 
proportion of buyers interviewed reported that they bought on the basis of grade and staple 
there is some reason to doubt the acouracy of their classing. A significantly large proportion 
of buyers did not have access to grades standards boxes, and frequent reference to these boxes 
is essential for accurate classing. It therefore appears that organization of producers into 
Smith-Doxey one-variety cotton improvement groups has had no appreciable effeot on production 
and marketing practices of growers in Mississippi 

Although the Smith-Doxey Act has had little effect on marketing practices of producers, 
practives of ginners, or practices of buyers, the educational work carried on in connection with 
the original one-variety program has impressed upon many producers and buyers the desirability 
of producing cotton of the highest possible quality. 
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENTS AND OF ‘RELATED FIELDS: 


The editor will appreciate greatly your ocooperatiion in furnishing items of information about 
your own aotivities and those of your fellow department members. It is very difficult to 
obtain anything like complete coverage of off-campus lectures, etoe unless those involved will 
send in the informatione Please glance over the items listed below and indicate whatever 
you oan that will be of newsowrthy value for the Bulletin. 


Name: Department 


Research published (bulietins, learned journals, eto.): 
Research in progress: 


Lectures and speaking engagements: 


Professionals activities (committees, meetings attended, citations, eto.) 
Derartmental news{(personnel changes, curriculum changes, etce): 


Suggested additions to mailing list (local or elsewhere)s 
Name Name 
Address Address 
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